
for our Primary Choral Ensemble. This 
typically happens between the ages of 
four and six, depending on a number of 
factors amongst them the amount of 
time the child has been in the program. 
 
�$�W���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H�����Z�K�H�Q���D���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V��
hands are large enough and they 
demonstrate the emotional maturity to 
handle the responsibility of playing an 
instrument, they become eligible to 
take private instrumental lessons. 
�3�D�U�H�Q�W�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W�L�I�L�H�G���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V��
eligibility for the Chorus or Private 
Instrumental lessons as soon as the 
child has reached these levels. The 
beauty of the program is that it allows 
every single child, not just the few who 
are naturally talented, to reach these 
levels and many more at the elementary 
level and beyond, leading them to a 

We often receive questions from 
parents about the progression our 
students follow in the music program at 
TRS. These are some of the basic 
principles so that you can understand 
where your child might be in that 
progression. 
 
When a child starts the program at TRS 
at the Pre-primary or Primary levels, 
the children are first introduced to 
Music in groups of about six or eight 
children at a time. They start off 
working with three notes and as they 
are able to recognize and reproduce 
them, a new note is added each time 
until they reach a full octave. At the 
time when a child is able to recognize 
and reproduce an octave with accuracy, 
sing in a mid range and is willing to 
sing in a group, s/he becomes eligible 

lifetime of enjoyment in making and 
appreciating music! Please feel free to 
contact us if you have any further 
questions. 
 
I hope you will be joining us for these 
concerts, which will give you the 
opportunity to: 

�(�Q�M�R�\���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V���W�D�O�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G��
share in their pride, 
Get to know the TRS program in 
more depth, 
�$�S�S�U�H�F�L�D�W�H���\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�¶�V��
�V�F�K�R�R�O�P�D�W�H�V�¶���W�D�O�H�Q�W�V�� 
Discover what your child is 
looking forward to at TRS, 
Become better acquainted with 
other members of the TRS 
community, 
Most important of all: to support 
each and every one of our students. 

TRS Music Program Progression 
Jutka Kádas 

�+�R�O�L�G�D�\���3�H�U�I�R�U�P�D�Q�F�H�V 
 

 
PRE- PRIMARY & PRIMAR Y HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

Tuesday, December 16, 2008 
4:00 p.m.  

 

�;  
 

PRIMARY CHORUS & ELEMENTARY CONCERT 
Wednesday, December 17, 2008 

4:00 p.m.  T
he 

The TRS Upper 
Elementary had the 
opportunity this year to 
visit Mono Lake for their 
Outdoor Education Trip. 
Mono Lake is a 
fascinating outdoor 
classroom situated at 
around 7000 feet above 

sea level, on the Eastern 
side of the Sierra Nevada, 
close to Nevada. The trip 
was during the fourth 
week of school, which 
was a perfect time for the 
group to come together as 
the unit they will be for 
the rest of the year.  

Our adventure began with 
meal planning and gear 
preparations days before 
we even left. We were 
expecting cold weather, 
so everyone packed 
accordingly: super warm 
sleeping 
bags, gloves, 
jackets and 
windbreakers, 
sweatpants, 
fleeces, and 
more. We 
also packed 
for daytime 
temperatures, 
which can 
reach the high 70s/low 
80s at such high 
elevation. Everyone had 
to be able to carry all their 
own gear, so we made 
sure not to over-pack as 
we finagled all our items 
into our bags. Another pre

-trip activity was meal 
planning and shopping. 
We knew we would be 
staying at a ranch house 
with a stove and an oven, 
so we planned meals that 
would feed about 20 

people, not take too long 
to prepare, and that 
everyone would enjoy. 
Some of our meals 
included taco and 
burritos, chicken stir fry, 
pancakes, and scrambled 

(Continued on page 2) 

Long Live Mono Lake! 
Nathalie Hites & Mimosa Andre  

Ideas, Colors, Shapes and Lines 
Robin Bernstein 

The first field trip 
of the year for the 
Lower Elementary 
classes happened at 
the beginning of 
October and 
included a round 
trip ride on the 
number 57 bus and 

a large contemporary art 
exhibition. Students 
prepared for the trip by 
reviewing their museum 
manners and counting 
their change (for bus 
fare). They tied pencils to 
their art sketchbooks and 

(Continued on page 6) 

Mark your calendar!  

 

Tuesday, December 9, 2008 

7:00 p.m. 
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�´�*�U�D�Q�G�H�X�U���V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�H�G���X�V���R�Q���D�O�O��
sides and it was impossible not 
to feel the strength in nature and 
to have a deeper appreciation for 
all the forces that had a part in 
the shaping and molding of the 
�V�X�U�U�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���P�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�V���µ 
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