
During a walk through The Renaissance School in 

the Dimond district, a visitor witnesses controlled 

exuberance. 

Some children run and play throughout the home-

like classrooms, others are fixing their own lunch, 

while some sit in a small group having a math 

lesson taught in French. 

The Renaissance School is not disorganized, but 

quite the opposite. 

Leslie Hites, who founded the school in 1992, said 

she believes the school's program responds to the 

needs of the 21st century. 

Hites based the school on the Montessori 

education style, a 100-year-old method of 

teaching that includes multi-age classrooms, an 
absence of grades and tests, student-chosen work, 

and both individual and small group instruction. 

Hites said she wanted to create a school that 

reflected her own culturally varied background. 

Hites was born in Colombia, grew up in Italy and 

went to a university in Belgium before coming to 

the United States. 

"The children are exposed to many cultures on a 

daily basis, we have students from 14 countries, 

and they learn to work, play, learn and celebrate 

together," Hites said. 

The school currently has about 120 students, who 

range from age 2 to the seventh grade, and Hites 

hopes to eventually expand to accommodate 

older students as well. 

The school's curriculum revolves around cultural 

education and students are fully immersed in 

English, Spanish and French each day. 

"The lessons are taught in each of the languages 

and we start teaching French or Spanish as early 

as 2 years old. The earlier they start the easier it 

is for them to learn," Hites said. 

Nathalie Colin, a guide who teaches lessons in 

French, her native language, said learning in three 

languages is not a barrier for the children, they 

don't have to think about what language they are 

speaking and can slip seamlessly from one 

language to another. 

"The children are opened to the world of 

different cultures and it brings about a curiosity to 
learn more," Colin said. "When we study the 

history of language, we realize we all have 

common roots." 

Another principle of The Renaissance School is 

encouraging children to take charge of their 

schedule and learn independence and 

responsibility, Hites said. 

Lessons are guided by the teachers, but the 

students learn to plan their day and execute it, 

Hites said. 

"The children are held to what their agreements 

are," Hites said. "Just like in the real world, if they 

haven't finished a project, they need to sit down 

and do it. With freedom comes responsibility." 
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