
Please join  

The Parentsô Association of 

The Renaissance School  

in celebrating 

 

 

 

Le Printemps à Paris 

 

Saturday, May 17, 2008 

6:30 pm to 10:30 pm 

Grandview Pavilion, Alameda 

 

Buffet dinner and silent auction followed by live auction and dancing 

 

Please return your R.S.V.P. cards by May 2, 2008  

to the special Gala boxes located at the check-in areas. 

 

For more information contact Kim Collins 

at 510-922-3342 or 

collins@pixar.com. 

Monday, March 17 at 

7:00pm, Scott Cohen 

gave a fantastic 

presentation comparing 

The Renaissance School 

Elementary 

program to 

traditional 

elementary 

programs 

offered at 

other local 

public and 

private 

schools.  It 

was 

tremendously 

informative - 

at the end of 

the evening, 

one parent put 

it succinctly, 

ñthat answered absolutely 

every question I had 

about the TRS Montessori 

Elementary program.ò 

 

The presentation was the 

result of a meeting held 

last fall with Leslie Hites 

and Rosario Toward, 

where current Elementary 

(Continued on page 2) 

How Can A 100 Year Old Method Of 
Education Prepare Children To Excel In The 
21st Century? 
Kathy Heinze, mother of Samantha Farrell, Elementary Student  

Earth Day Celebrations 

To honor our immediate 

environment and 

commemorate 

Earth Day our 

Primary students 

tidied up the 

garden, and 

planted new 

plants. The 

Elementary 

students ventured 

out and picked up 

trash around the 

park, calculated carbon foot prints and continued 

their environment studies 

in the classroom. Here are 

some of their thoughts on 

Earth Day collected by 

Nathalie Hites. 

Today, as you know, is 

Earth Day. Since it is 

Earth Day, my class 

picked up a ton of trash 

on the sidewalk near our 

(Continued on page 13) 

Mark your calendar!  

 

The Renaissance School  

GALA 
Le Printemps à Paris 

 
Saturday, May 17, 2008 

6:30 p.m. 

Art Studio Happenings Inside and Out 5 

Elementary Out and About 6 

Dim Sum From the Heart 10 

Cõ est le printemps at le fran­ais fleurit en Primarie II 12 

Escape to the San Francisco Bay Aquarium 14 

The World of Electrical Connections 15 

Hungary Next Year? 18 

Inside this issue:  

T
R

S
 F

O
R

U
M

 

Th
e 

T
he

 R
en

ai
ss

an
ce

 S
ch

oo
l

 Volume 10, Issue 4 

May 2, 2008 

The Renaissance School  

FORUM 

òTRS, with its culture of respect and inclusion, 

its emphasis on letting the child progress at 

his or her own natural developmentally 

appropriate pace intellectually and socially, its 

balanced program with singing, art, languages, 

academics and virtually unlimited time to 

spend on all of those areas, all this adds up to a 

mentally healthy and well -adjusted child as 

well as an educated one.ó 



parents expressed concern over the size 

and future of the Elementary program, 

and both parents and TRS discussed 

what needed to be done to retain 

existing students and to grow the total 

number of Elementary students. 

 

The parents had a lot of questions, and 

Scott offered to work with Leslie to 

come up with the answers.  He 

collected data from current parents, 

parents whose children had left TRS, 

other schools, Science magazine, and a 

number of other sources.  The result 

was comprehensive and enlightening.  

Scott began with an overview of the 

Montessori Method, then he 

highlighted the unique features of The 

Renaissance Schoolôs program, 

presented a chart detailing a typical 

Elementary studentôs school week, 

described what the teachers do in the 

classroom and what tools they use to 

keep track of each studentôs academic 

progress; compared certain features of 

TRSôs program to those offered by 

other Bay Area private schools, and 

finished by discussing a number of 

parental concerns. 

 

Throughout the presentation, there was 

a lively interchange of questions, 

comments and explanations.  We 

learned that there are elements of the 

Montessori Method that are finally 

being recognized as superior to 

traditional teaching methods.  One 

example is the large blocks of 

uninterrupted work time TRS 

Elementary students enjoy every day.  

They have at least nine periods that are 

1 ½ - 3 hours long per week, to work 

on a variety of independently chosen 

subjects.  Traditional schools are now 

recognizing that students benefit from 

more than 45 or 50 minutes (the typical 

class period), and so are trying to 

incorporate block periods (a double 

period) into their programs.  However, 

this usually means students might get a 

1 ½ - 1 ¾ hour block period once or 

twice a week in one of their subjects - a 

far cry from what TRS students 

experience. 

 

An obvious advantage of these long 

work periods means that TRS students 

can actually accomplish a lot of 

learning at school, and rarely need to 

fill up their out-of-school hours with 

homework.  Only now are studies 

beginning to come out demonstrating 

that homework provides no benefit and 

actually can be detrimental to students.  

(I personally have first-hand experience 

of the very real dangers of short class 

time and long homework hours on the 

physical, emotional, intellectual and 

mental health of students and canôt 

emphasize enough this tremendous 

benefit of the TRS Elementary 

program, especially as the children get 

older.) 

 

Some features of The Renaissance 

School, which make it unique even 

among other Montessori programs, are 

a result of Leslieôs personal vision for 

what she sees as essential educational 

ingredients for todayôs children.  

Music, art, foreign languages, travel - 

why are these such a big part of TRS?  

Because they all help develop the 

childôs creativity, build confidence and 

enhance the childôs knowledge and 

awareness of the world.  Leslie 

personally believes that these are 

essential tools for future adults and 

critical to the development of the 

complete person.   

 

Though this wasnôt in the presentation, 

I might add that these four areas 

contribute significantly to the 

emotional and mental health of the 

students.  How better to start a day than 

with a half an hour of singing?  And 

three hours of creative exploration in 

art at a stretch?  Elementary students 

have time to produce amazing works of 

art at their own pace.  Both my 

daughters were lucky enough to travel 

to Hungary with TRS last year.  They 

eagerly attended the complementary 

Hungarian classes TRS offered to 

prepare for the trip and traveling that 

far away from home, and performing 

choral works to appreciative foreign 

audiences, was a tremendous 

experience for developing 

independence and building confidence. 

 

What about academics?  For all those 

parents who grew up in traditional 

schools, used to seeing homework, 

grades, tests, and report cards as a clear 

measure of their academic 

achievements, how do we ñknowò what 

our Montessori students are learning?  

And donôt they need those competitive 

academic yardsticks to spur them to 

academic success?   

 

The answer is, ñNo,ò though we as 

parents have a tough time not seeing 

those traditional measures.  Scott 

offered us a comforting quote from 

Science, 313, September 2006, 

ñ...when strictly implemented, 

Montessori education fosters social and 

academic skills that are equal or 

superior to those fostered by a pool of 

other types of schools.ò  Then he went 

on to demonstrate the sophisticated 

computer tracking system that TRS 

Elementary teachers use to monitor 

each and every studentôs academic 

progress. 

 

This is probably one of the touchiest 

topics for parents and TRS to discuss.  

Whereas TRS sees this computer 

system as a tool to aid the teachers as 

they ñguideò the students through fields 

of study; we parents immediately see 

the opportunity for a report to be 

generated which would show us where 

our children ñstand.ò  TRS does not 

want to generate such a report (even if 

they could) because immediately the 

emphasis would shift from guiding the 

student at his or her own pace and 

developing the studentôs confidence, 

initiative and independence to focusing 

on an arbitrary standard which has the 

real danger of de-motivating students 

and limiting learning (to that minimal 

amount needed to achieve just the 

standard). 

 

This difference of perspective between 

(Continued on page 3) 
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TRS FORUM 

I noticed that people 

throw stuff on the 

ground and they 

leave it there without 

picking it up. They 

leave it there for 

others to pick up. I 

noticed that some 

people donôt respect 

the Earth. I noticed 

that so many people 

leave stuff on the 

ground. It makes the 

park look like a 

dump instead of a 

beautiful, nice place 

like a park. 

-Sziszi Hites 

I did not know that 

there was that much 

garbage out there. 

Iôm proud of myself 

for cleaning up that 

much garbage. 

-Isaac Lopez 

It made me feel 

good. It made me 

feel good because I 

expected. I hope we 

can do this again 

next time. There was 

a lot of trash. 

-Dashiell Patterson 

I noticed that people 

throw stuff on the 

ground. They leave it 

there without picking 

it up, and they leave 

it there for others to pick up. I noticed 

that some people donôt respect the 

Earth. I noticed that 

so many people leave 

stuff on the ground. 

It makes the park 

look like a dump 

instead of a park. 

-Kenna van Steyn 

I went to Earth Day 

and I had fun at 

Earth Day. I liked 

picking up garbage. 

It was fun. I did not have two gloves. 

-Jacob van Steyn 

(Continued from page 16) like to help the environment. 

-Ava Pourfallah 

When we cleaned the sidewalk and the 

park, I felt like we had a lot of success 

for one day. I never thought there 

would be so much trash in the park. 

When I saw all of the trash, I felt like 

no one cared about the Earth, so I felt 

good when we finished. 

-Diego Herrera 

I picked up broken glass in the park. 

And dog doo! It was my first time! 

-Giovanna Terry 

Earth Day Celebrations 
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Jose. With Jutka Kádas conducting and 

I-Fei Chen accompanying, they sang 

traditional spirituals, and folk songs in 

Japanese, French, Hebrew, Italian, and 

Hungarian. They finished 

their program 

with Ed 

McCurdyôs song, 

Last Night I Had 

The Strangest 

Dream. 

Just as successful 

was the Primary 

Chorusô 

performance on 

Sunday, March 

16, in Portola 

Valley at the 

Hungarian 

Cultural center. They opened with a 

Medieval cheer and ended their 

program with two Hungarian folk 

songs to the audienceôs great delight. 

Voci Pure, The Renaissance Schoolôs 

Elementary vocal ensemble was invited 

to perform at The Montessori 

Foundationôs 4th Annual West Coast 

Conference on April 4, 2008 in San 

We Sang The Praises Of Music 


