
We received this letter 

from the parents of Tristan 

Dickison, one of the first 

students of The 

Renaissance School, (A 

Childôs World Montessori 

School at that time). 

Dear Leslie and Susan, 

How fast the time flew from 

the gates of A Childõs 

World to high school 

graduation. I will always 

be grateful to you both for teaching us 

all how to let our children 

reach their full potential. We 

are so proud of Tristan. He has 

been an excellent student and 

an all-around enthusiastic 

self-motivated great kid. He is 

graduating in the top 5% of a 

class of 400. In the last three 

years he has received varsity 

letters in four sports and was 

the captain of the swim team, 

the track team and the cross 

country team. In each sport he 

received the coaches award for best 

overall scholar/athlete. In September 

2006 he achieved the rank of Eagle 

Scout. He plays the guitar and electric 

piano and still has that great ear for 

perfect pitch. He will go to Colorado 

College in August on a very generous 

merit scholarship. 

I can brag to you since you were so 

important in setting him on this track!  

 

All our love from Maryland, 

Helen, Louisa, Swift and Tristan 

Alumni Corner  

children. While the presentation of the 

material is very logical a parent 

wonders how the children actually 

relate to it and manipulate it. The 

pictures are good but a video may be 

better. The most interesting thing for 

me is the way the materials build on 

each other. It would be nice to hear the 

children talk about the material and 

what they are learning. Often during 

the Open House the children are so 

excited to show the parents the 

classroom that the excitement over 

shadows more concrete examples of 

learning.  

Loved it! Very exciting to see the 

material - made me wish I could go to 

school all over again but go to a 

Montessori school! It definitely gave 

me a better understanding of the 

Montessori philosophy and I canôt 

Very helpful in showing how math is 

taught from the vary beginning, and in 

such a concrete way. Continue with 

programs like this that show how the 

Montessori philosophy works in all 

aspects of the educational process. 

I enjoyed all the displayed material - 

well thought out on your part as the 

Journey really emphasizes the 

sequential nature of the material. I 

really appreciate the tangible nature of 

the math program - see a cube. 

I am more hands on - it would have 

been useful to see a demonstration of 

more complex materials. It would have 

been even more powerful to see some 

of the materials in action, observe the 

kids using the materials. 

The presentation is great but it lacks the 

(Continued from page 14) imagine seeing these materials and not 

wanting their child to go to Montessori 

instead of standard schools. The 

abstractions of square root materials - 

very interesting to see something so 

ñabstractò made concrete. A live 

demonstration with children 

(volunteers of course) using the 

materials would be very helpful, 

especially of the more complicated 

materials and the materials used in a 

group. 

It was wonderful to see how the 

Montessori materials for math connect 

geometry and algebra. An excellent 

foundation for mathematical learning. I 

liked all the displays. I liked the 

pictures of the kids using the materials. 

A Silent Journey 
Parentsô Comments 

-babs, apple cake, vegetables, dips, 

lemonade and hot tea. They also recited 

poems, and read 

their creative 

writing essays. 

Sang songs and 

introduced parents 

to kapuera. 

On May 25, the Elementary students 

treated their 

parents to a 

wonderful 

afternoon 

tea. They 

prepared 

fruit shish-ke

After the tea parents had a chance to 

see photos taken during the childrenôs 

trip to Hungary 

and hear 

participants talk 

about their 

experiences.  

Elementary Parents Day 

Th
e 

This year, the Elementary 

class had the great fortune 

to take a trip to Hungary. 

The trip was a huge 

undertaking but we 

managed the endless 

details and it was very 

successful. Upon hearing 

what we were doing, 

people would often ask us  

ñDo you really think 6 

and 7 year olds can 

handle a trip like this?ò 

and ñWhy do children 

that young need to be 

away from their parents 

for so long, and so far 

away?ò The answers were 

revealed by the children. 

Everywhere we went, 

people commented on 

how mature and well 

behaved our group was. 

Everyone from flight 

attendants to our tour 

manager showed 

appreciation for the 

childrenôs grace and 

courtesy. 

 

The trip started 

with a trans-

Atlantic flight to 

Paris. Our flight 

was in the 

afternoon, so the 

children were 

able to enjoy 

some leisure time 

with their friends before 

dinner and bedtime. We 

were awakened around 2 

a.m. when we were about 

to land in Paris. A quick 

layover in Paris, and we 

were back on a plane to 

Budapest. The first views 

of Budapest were seen 

from our coach, driven by 

a wonderful man named 

János, who quickly 

became great friends with 

the children. Since our 

hostel was located on a 

pedestrian street, the bus 

was only able to get as 

close as approximately 4 

blocks away. People on 

the street would often 

point and take pictures of 

our large group struggling 

along with our various 

pieces of luggage, 

backpacks, and garment 

bags. We always had a 

great time walking with 

all 40 (or so) of us in our 

identically colored T-

shirts. 

 

The hostel was simple yet 

comfortable. The children 

were in 5 rooms, with the 

adults off the same 

hallway. We were on the 

fourth floor, so plenty of 

exercise was an added 

bonus. The hostel shared 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Our students have seen a 

new part of the world, and 

experienced travel in a 

whole new light. They will be 

forever marked by this 

incredible trip.  
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an owner with a restaurant across the 

street, so we took many of our meals 

there. The most wonderful thing about 

this restaurant was that it was outdoors 

on the pedestrian street. We would eat 

and enjoy the many people who walked 

by. Also associated with the restaurant 

was a small group of musicians who 

would serenade the diners. Our 

children quickly picked up their music, 

and we would end every meal singing 

along to the violin and guitar. People 

would often stop to listen to the 

children and their beautiful singing and 

take pictures. 

 

Some of our days were spent 

sightseeing in Budapest itself. We had 

a local tour guide who showed us such 

sights as Heroôs Square, where many 

figures in Hungarian history are 

commemorated. We also went on a tour 

of the Parliament Building, where 

Parliament currently holds sessions, 

and where the prized crown of Hungary 

resides. We saw the Opera House, the 

local zoo, took a ride on the subway, 

attended a cooking class, and ate at as 

many restaurants around Budapest as 

was possible. Carver Fitzgerald said ñIt 

was fun riding on the subway and 

seeing the baby rhino at the Hungarian 

Zoo.ò Other memorable sights were the 

Fishermanôs Bastion, which used to be 

a market place, the famous bathhouses 

(we got to peek inside). We also took a 

detour to Jutkaôs nieceôs apartment for 

a music rehearsal. We were lucky 

enough to receive a tour of the Liszt 

Academy, where Jutka studied music, 

and we even got to sit in on a rehearsal 

in the concert hall where she performed 

her exit concert. JenŖ Jand· came by to 

give us a short concert, capping off a 

wonderful tour of the Academy. 

 

Typically, half the children would 

shower in the evening before bed, and 

the other half would shower in the 

morning before going out. It was quite 

(Continued from page 1) an experience for the children to be 

fully responsible for their hygiene, a 

responsibility which they lived up to 

beautifully. After this we would head 

down for a typical Hungarian breakfast 

of rolls, meats, cheeses, juice or milk, 

and butter or jam. We would head back 

up all four flights of stairs to brush our 

teeth, get our backpacks, and squeeze 

in a music rehearsal before starting our 

day. After that, the plan changed 

depending on our activities. Our days 

usually ended with dinner at our hostel 

restaurant, singing at the tables, and 

leisure time before bed in our rooms. 

 

For a few days our schedule differed. 

On one of these occasions we spent the 

night in Nagymaros, a ski resort. The 

night before the children packed their 

backpacks for the overnight trip, and 

their garment bags for the concert. Our 

day began with an amazing boat ride on 

a hydrofoil up the Danube River. Then 

we boarded our coach, and drove along 

the Danube, looking for a place to 

cross. Even though the Danube is not 

very wide in some places there are no 

bridges. Ferries take people and cars 

across. We got off the bus, walked onto 

the ferry while the bus drove on, and 

were taken about 100 yards across the 

river. ñI loved the ferry,ò commented 

Elias Bae, ñI loved that so many cars 

and people could go on it at once.ò  

In Nagymaros, we were met by Mika, a 

member of the Misztrál music group, 

who brought us to a restaurant where 

we were graciously treated to lunch. 

The children were thrilled to see their 

friend Mika, whom they remembered 

from their concert with the Misztrál in 

San Francisco. Our restaurant 

overlooked the Danube and a famous 

Hungarian fortress, Visegrád, which we 

were able to visit the following day. 

 

For the concert in Nagymaros, we 

performed in a church affiliated with a 

school. The children rehearsed in the 

performance area before changing into 

their uniforms. It was a standing room 

only crowd. It even included the mayor 

of Nagymaros. ñI was a little nervous at 

first, but once the concert began my 

experience was a lot more enjoyableò 

remembers Morgen Farrell. The 

children were fortunate enough to 

perform part of the concert with 

Misztrál, and another part with a local 

menôs chorus. The concert was a 

tremendous hit within the town, and 

people came up to us for hours 

afterwards to congratulate the children, 

leaping over the language barrier. 

 

That evening, we had the exciting 

adventure of staying overnight at a 

local ski resort. After a thrilling bus 

ride up a steep hill, we were ushered 

into a warm and inviting dining room 

for a wonderful meal. The children 

once again had the opportunity to sing 

with some of the Misztrál, this time in a 

much more relaxed and informal 

setting. They had a great time 

socializing and singing, until, much to 

their disappointment, it was time for 

bed. Grace Foster commented, ñI had a 

good time singing with the Misztrál at 

the ski resort.ò ñThe ski resort was 

good, it was much better than I thought 

it would beò said Austin Chen.  

Our adventures away from Budapest 

continued the next morning as we met 

our bus and drove to the castle on the 

hill we had seen the day before. There 

was an exhibition in the castle showing 

us how people lived and worked in 

historical Hungary. The children 

enjoyed looking at various displays of 

life in a castle. Our trip finished with a 

visit to a ñLiving Museumò in a town 

called Szentrende. At this outdoor 

museum, there were examples of 

architecture from all over Hungary, as 

well as reproductions of various 

Hungarian trade workshops, including 

a bakery, a blacksmith shop, an 

embroidery shop and a farm. The 

children delighted in being outside, and 

even had some time to shop for 

(Continued on page 3) 
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butterflies, skinks, horses, pigs, 

chickens, cats, 

dogs, guinea 

pigsé and on 

putting them 

together to write 

their reports. To 

enhance the 

experience, we 

had fieldtrips to 

the SF Zoo and 

Ardenwoods 

Farm. The 

children really 

enjoyed these ñclose encountersò with 

their favorite animals and learned more 

about them. 

Over the week, we also made recipes 

from several cultures - French gratin 

dauphinois, Hmong fried rice and 

Mexican tacos, guacamole and salsa. 

These dishes were enjoyed for lunch.  

In addition the children demonstrated 

their generosity by getting involved in 

a ñhome cooked mealò for a womenôs 

and childrenôs shelter. Close to 200 

tacos were made by them, along with 

salsa and guacamole, and parents 

brought side dishes and beverages to 

provide the shelter with a full course 

meal for 35 people. Thanks to Candy 

for all her great help and to Anna-

Marie Schmidt and Bob Roat for 

organizing this as well as delivering the 

food! 

On Monday, everyone was very happy 

to welcome back their friends, and 

eager to hear about their experiences. 

We all had a very full and exciting 

week, rich with new experiences and 

learning, and which we all enjoyedé 

both here and there! 

For six elementary children staying at 

TRS, while others 

were in Hungary our 

focus was also 

drawn to less 

ordinary work. 

During eight days, 

animals were in the 

spotlight. We first 

had a very 

interesting 

discussion about the 

characteristics and 

differences between 

wild animals, domesticated animals and 

pets. The children chose one animal in 

every category to learn more about, and 

to write a report on, in one of the three 

languages (English, French and 

Spanish). They spent many happy 

hours looking for information on 

cheetahs, chimpanzees, elephants, 

spider monkeys, tiger swallowtail 
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While at the Same Timeé. 
Aurelie Moceour 

It is the end of winter and the 

beginning of the spring according to 

Chinese Lunar calendar.  It is time for 

Chinese New Year!  According to the 

Gregorian calendar that is used in the 

United States, the Chinese New Year 

falls between late January and early 

February, but the exact date varies from 

year to year. People start to clean the 

house a week before the New Year and 

buy new clothes for a fresh start. Pre-

Primary children celebrated the arrival 

of the year of the Pig in our class.  The 

children learn that Chinese New Year 

is a time for spending time with family 

and feasting (like 

the North American 

celebration of 

Thanksgiving).  

Children learned to 

sing "Gong Xi Fa 

Tsai", a Mandarin 

song of blessings to 

welcome good 

fortune into the New 

Year.  We have enjoyed reading the 

book entitled "Celebrating Chinese 

New Year" by Diane-Hoyt-

Goldsmith, with photographs 

by Lawrence Migdale, "Lion 

Dance" by Kate Waters and 

Madeline Slovenz-Low, 

photographs by Martha 

Cooper, and "D is for Dragon 

Dance" by Ying Chang 

Compestine, illustrated by 

Yongsheng Xuan.  These 

books use beautiful 

photographs to illustrate the 

traditions of Chinese New Year.  The 

children especially 

loved the photo of the 

parade with fire 

crackers everywhere.  

We learned that 

tangerines bring good 

luck and pomelos 

promote family unity.  

Candies stand for the 

sweetness of the New 

Year.  Red and gold are New Year 

colors.  The children took home 

"hungbao" - red envelopes and a bag 

filled with special treats.  We very 

much enjoyed seeing Alex Gee's 

traditional Chinese clothing he wore to 

celebrate Chinese New Year. 

Gong Xi Fa Tsai 
Tina Chang 


