
Date: Thursday, February 28, 2008 

Time: 6:30-9:30 p.m. 

A Silent Journey 

Please join the TRS Faculty in a unique òjourneyó through the classrooms 

experiencing the Montessori Language materials as the children do 

every day. Our students learn so much through silent observation 

sparking their interest and curiosity. We invite you to share in this 

experience first by literally òwalking through the language curriculumó 

and then by gathering with your childõs teachers to provide explanations 

and answer questions. At that time you are welcome to request a lesson 

(or more!) from the teachers, just as your children do in the classroom. 

Lessons will be given to parents at a mutually agreed upon time in 

subsequent weeks. Your  time in the classroom during the journey will 

really be SILENT ð no talking! ð so that you can focus on the full 

experience. You will have a chance to then socialize with your classmates 

for the evening and with the teachers just as your child experiences on a 

daily basis. We believe òThe Silent Journeyó is a wonderful view of your 

childõs work in the classroom and of the depth of the Montessori 

curriculum across the levels. 

Parents who participated in our previous Silent Journey about the Practical 

Life Curriculum had the following to say: 

 

 òSeeing the progression and overlap between Pre-Primary and Primary 

and all the way through Elementary was very insightful.ó  

 

ò I canõt wait to do the other subject areas as some of those materials are 

quite puzzling to a non-Montessori person.ó 

 

òIt was a treat to tour each classroom and see how practical life issues 

are addressed at each level. My father, who had never visited the 

campus and had no previous concept of Montessori philosophy, 

accompanied me.  He was awed by the attention to each task and by 

how well thought out the practical life curriculum is.  He kept saying, "I 

didn't learn to do that until high school!" I found the Elementary science 

and social studies displays the most interesting.  They underscored the 

fact that practical life skills are established by the Elementary level.ó 

Have you ever 

wondered what 

it is that your 

child does in 

school all day? 

Have you asked 

yourself how 

your child 

learns from 

those strange 

Montessori 

materials? 

Have you been 

able to figure 

out the 

relationship 

between 

reading and 

laying out a 

practical life 

experience?  

Have you 

wondered 

whether those 

strange 

materials 

really teach 

language?  

Here at The Renaissance 

School we often describe 

our school as 

ñinternationalò in 

character. This is 

certainly true, since our 

staff, parents and children 

represent at least sixteen 

different nations and 

political regions. Also, 

more than half of our staff 

speaks at least two 

languages, including 

Mandarin, Hungarian, 

Spanish, French, German, 

Huang, Portuguese, 

Russian, Finnish, Italian, 

Tagalog and English. 

However, our center for 

international learning and 

exchange encompasses 

much wider and deeper 

boundaries. 

Besides each personôs 

national identity and 

languages, everyday we 

honor the individualôs 

gender, age, ethnicity, 

family life and customs, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Connections 
Susan Wondrasek 

Winter Performances 
Andrea J. Peto 

In December, just before 

Winter Vacation, we had 

two wonderful 

performances. On 

Tuesday, December  18 

our Pre-Primary and 

Primary students 

delighted us with  a great 

variety of 

songs 

about 

winter 

holidays. 

They sang 

Israeli, 

Hungarian 

and 

German 

folk songs, traditional  

tunes and carols. The 

following day the Primary 

Chorus and Voci Pure, 

our Elementary Vocal 

Ensemble, treated us to a 

traditional Japanese snow 

song, Hashivenu, an 

Israeli folk song, Niño 

Lindo, a Venezuelan folk 

song, and La Bonne 

Nouvelle, a French Carol, 

among other 

(Continued on page 5) 
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òBesides each personõs national identity 

and languages, everyday we honor the 

individualõs gender, age, ethnicity, family 

life and customs, his or her music and 

artistic expression and those countless 

ways and habits which act as creative 

forces to form this person into a unique 

being.ó 

F
O

R
U

M
 

Th
e R

en
ai

ss
an

ce
 S

ch
oo

l
 



the idea of non-violence living first 

propagated by Thoreau and Gandhi. 

We discussed how justice can be 

ñfoughtò for and won without weapons 

or violence of any kind. We 

also talked about the 

practice of discrimination 

and played some simple 

games to illustrate the utter 

irrationality of prejudice of 

any kind. For example, the 

children were at first baffled by 

why some of them werenôt 

allowed to sit in a certain chair or 

choose certain work because they were 

girls or because they were tall or blue 

eyed. Later, they began to realize the 

nature of prejudice through 

these small experiments.  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs 

legacy lives on in the hearts of 

our children. Letôs allow it 

to grow and nurture it with 

interest and love. 

This past Monday we honored the 

memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

by celebrating his birthday. While 

working on an Open Housing campaign 

in Chicago I was privileged to meet Dr. 

King and the meeting left me with a 

deep and lasting impression. In recent 

years MLKôs life and accomplishments 

have grown into legend and he is 

venerated through the world by his 

unceasing commitment to non-violent 

change. While reading about him to the 

children they become very interested in 

his or her music and artistic expression 

and those countless ways and habits 

which act as creative forces to form this 

person into a unique being. We 

celebrate all the ways this unique 

individual enacts and makes real the 

acts of shared humanity. 

A teacher reaches back to her 

childhood to discover a rhyme spoken 

in her native language. A child 

diligently works on a small, but elegant 

piece of needlepoint, echoing a rich 

heritage of artistic sewing. Later, that 

same child will come together with his 

or her peers to witness a collection of 

art that makes a statement to the 

community about the wonderful 

dedication and careful practice it takes 

(Continued from page 1) to produce these varied creations. Each 

one is a tribute to the childôs bond with 

the inner life. No one will dispute that 

amazing experience to stand before a 

favorite painting or 

sculpture listening to the 

communication from the 

artist when no words or 

sounds are forthcoming. 

In this same way, the 

children of TRS learn 

about each other and 

deepen friendships by 

sharing the walls of a 

gallery. 

Twice a year, the entire 

student body and music 

teachers delight us with a 

program of songs and instrumental 

music reflecting the ancient traditions 

of winter and spring celebrated around 

the world. Parents gather children and 

staff to offer a very special presentation 

on, for example, Persian New Year, life 

in Northern Brazil or the rituals and 

meaning of Hanukkah. We reach out in 

the natural world to visit and, for a little 

while, absorb the surprising lives of 

farm animals and the awe-inspiring 

beauty of flowers, trees, birds and 

insects and their timeless connection to 

humanity. 

In the classroom, the children begin 

learning very early about their 

connections to one another and their 

connections to their earth. From turning 

the small colored globe slowly, to 

being amazed by the sound of the 

Australian didgeridoo, to combining 

pictures of different cultures and 

discovering similarities in music or 

transportation, they are building in their 

consciousness essential ideas of shared 

humanity and learning to value  the 

differences between them. These 

experiences lead to goals pursued and 

fulfilled at The Renaissance School. 

More significantly, the children have 

already swept away many outmoded 

and untruthful beliefs such as 

prejudice, lack of appreciation of 

othersô appearances, habits and the 

richness of othersô cultural lives just by 

being present and active in their multi- 

woven world, constructed by a myriad 

of cultural experiences. 

At The Renaissance School we are 

endeavoring to understand and fulfill 

Maria Montessoriôs profound words: 

ñA child is a discoverer. He is an 

amorphous splendid being, in search of 

her own proper form.ò 

ñWhoever touches the child touches the 

most sensitive part of the whole which 

has roots in the most distant past and 

climbs toward the infinite future.ò 
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Susan Wondrasek 
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This year in the Primary II classroom 

we made a commitment to bring 

recycling and composting to the 

forefront and help the children 

understand the importance of taking 

care of our mother earth.  We began 

with recycling and making sure we had 

enough recycling bins in our 

classroom.  We have been giving Grace 

and Courtesy lessons on what can be 

recycled and what needs to go in the 

trash can.  When the children wash 

their hands, they put the paper towel in 

the recycling.  After they eat lunch they 

wash their yogurt and apple sauce 

containers and put them in the 

recycling.  

Some 

of our 

older 

children 

have taken on 

the responsibility 

of helping to remind the younger 

children about recycling and where our 

waste can go.  Once we felt the 

recycling routines were underway, we 

decided we were ready to take these 

concepts a step further and begin a 

worm compost bin. 

This project would not have been 

possible with out the help of several 

people.  First we would like to thank 

Henry Salzer and his family for 

donating the worm bin to us.  When we 

received the worm bin the children 

were very curious and liked to look in 

and around the worm bin and discuss 

how worms would live in there.  We 

would also like to thank Donna Parker 

who did a tremendous amount of 

research for us, 

brought us the worms 

and helped us get it 

started.  We would 

also like to thank 

Franklin Maszle, who 

has had many 

successful worm bins 

and continues to give 

us advice and took 

care of the worms with Niles over the 

winter break. 

To get the worm bin started, the 

children took regular newspaper and 

ripped it up into small strips.  Then 

they wet the strips with water 

and placed them over the worms 

in the bin.  The worms got used 

to their new home for two weeks.  

During this time, we brought the 

worm bin inside periodically and 

wetted the newspaper 

with a 

spray 

bottle of 

water.  After 

two weeks, we were ready to feed the 

worms for the first time.  We 

used banana peels left over 

from snack and sliced some 

oranges.  Each child had a turn to 

feed the worms and wet the newspaper.  

Now we wait a few weeks and let the 

worms do their magic.  It is the 

childrenôs responsibility to check the 

worms and make sure the newspaper 

blanket stays damp. 

It will take about 6 months for the 

worms to make their first batch of soil.  

We will use this soil for a gardening 

project in Primary II.  Last year the 

school planted an apple tree outside of 

our classroom in honor of the 

Montessori Centenary.  We are going 

to plant a flower border around the tree 

with our first batch of soil.  We will 

keep you updated periodically about 

the worms and recycling as the year 

goes on. 

The children are really excited about 

the worms, composting and recycling.  

Our goal is to share our experience 

with the other classrooms at TRS and if 

interested, help them get started with 

their own worm bin composting.  Our 

worm bin is located outside of our 

classroom, in front of the 

front porch.  Please come 

take a look with your 

child.  You are welcome to 

open the lid and 

look in, just 

please 

remember to use your eyes only and 

secure the lid before you go.   

Thank you! 
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Worms, Wonderful Worms!  
Laura Simmons 

òThis year in the Primary II classroom we 

made a commitment to bring recycling 

and composting to the forefront and help 

the children understand the importance 

of taking care of our mother earth.ó 


