
speaking about it. And, all of a sudden, 

they began to sing a song on the 

Fermier dans son pré rhythm. That was 

a wonderful moment to witness. 

Voici les paroles composées par Darby 

et Nicole : 

Lyrics by Darby Savage and Nicole 

Sanders 

 

The pot wants some dirt (bis) 

Ohe ohe ohe 

The pot wants some dirt 

 

The dirt wants some seeds (bis) 

Ohe ohe ohe 

The dirt wants some seeds 

 

The seeds want some root (bis) 

Ohe ohe ohe 

The seeds want some root 

 

The seeds want a stem (bis) 

Ohe ohe ohe 

The seeds want a stem 

 

The stem wants a Christmas tree (bis) 

Ohe ohe ohe 

The stem wants a Christmas tree 

 

The Christmas tree wants some lights 
(bis) 

Ohe ohe ohe 

The Christmas tree wants some lights 

 

The light wants some ornaments (bis) 

Ohe ohe ohe 

The light wants some ornaments 

 

The ornaments want some candy canes 
(bis) 

Ohe ohe ohe 

The ornaments want some candy canes 

 

The candy canes want a person to eat 
them (bis) 

Ohe ohe ohe 

The candy canes want a person to eat 
them 

Peu de temps avant les vacances 

dôhiver. Une fin dôapr¯s-midi. Le soleil 

se couchait. Les enfants rentraient dans 

la classe. Les lumières étaient éteintes. 

Toutes sauf celles du sapin. Les 

guirlandes lumineuses clignotaient dans 

la pénombre. Les enfants se sont 

approchés, elles ont regardé le sapin, 

les décorations avec des yeux 

enchantés. Darby et Nicole ont alors 

commencé à parler du sapin. Un autre 

enfant a allumé les lumières, elles ont 

tout de suite demandé de les éteindre 

puis elles ont continué à parler. Tout à 

coup, elles se sont mises à chanter. 

Elles créaient une chanson, ensemble, 

encha´nant lôune ¨ la suite de lôautre 

des paroles pour lôarbre quôelles 

avaient sous les yeux, sur lôair dôun 

fermier dans son pré. Ce fut un moment 

magique. 

On a late December afternoon, the 

children were coming back into the 

classroom. It was all dark inside except 

for the fairy lights that twinkled in the 

tree. The children came in and directly 

walked up to it, watching the tree, 

Improvisation lyrique 
Nathalie Colin  

Winter Performance Snapshots by Enrique LaRoche 
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FORUM 

all the children had a 

wonderful time 

experiencing Yosemite 

together, traveling as a 

group, and bonding as a 

class over 

exciting 

activities like 

climbing 

through dead 

Sequoia trees 

and singing 

campfire 

songs. 

The excitement began 

on Wednesday morning, 

November 1, when we 

boarded an Amtrak train 

in Emeryville. From the 

train we transferred to a 

bus in Modesto, which 

took us up into Yosemite 

Valley. Everyone enjoyed 

our trip up into the 

Sierras, and the train and 

bus ride were pleasantly 

uneventful. We were met 

in Yosemiteôs Curry 

Village by Yosemite 

Institute instructors, and 

after a quick lunch we 

headed out for a short 

adventure in the Valley. 

Each instructor led a 

group of students to a 

different area of the 

Valley where we played 

games and did journal 

writing activities to 

familiarize ourselves with 

(Continued on page 2) 

Adventures in Yosemite 
Mimosa Andre 
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was immediately 

impressed with her 

understanding of child 

development and her 

commitment to following 

developmental guidelines 

in dealing with children. 

Her theory is also 

accompanied by a great 

deal of experience helping 

children, families and 

communities make sense 

of racial issues. I was 

inspired to read her book 

(Continued on page 6) 

Last November I had the 

pleasure of welcoming Dr. 

Marguerite Wright to TRS 

for a lively evening of 

discussion and information 

on the topic of 

developmentally 

appropriate ways to handle 

questions of race. I had 

met Dr. Wright a couple of 

years ago at a talk she 

gave at UC Berkeley and 

Notes From The Head Of School 
Leslie Hites 

Th
e 

F
O

R
U

M
 

This yearôs Outdoor 

Education Program for 

the Elementary class was 

a trip to Yosemite 

Institute, in the beautiful 

Yosemite National Park. 

It was a very special trip 

for the whole class; for 

some, it was their first 

time away from their 

parents, and for others, 

their first time 

ñcamping.ò Whatever 

their individual situations, 

I believe one has to 

actively and continually 

�S�X�U�V�X�H���H�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q�H�·�V��
own beliefs and practices 

�L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���W�R���O�L�Y�H���X�S���W�R���R�Q�H�·�V��
own philosophy of life.  


